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Ryabchinskaya E. To the Question of the Periodization of the Development of the Penal
System in Ukraine

The article examines the problems of periodization of the development of the penal system in
Ukraine and the definition of the sources of law (legal monuments) operating on the territory of
Ukraine in different periods of development of state and law and proposed periodization, which most
will contribute to a comprehensive retrospective analysis of the penal system.

During the analysis of scientific works, which in varying degrees, considered issues of development
and individual types of punishment and subsystems punishment and the penal system in General
found that even with the similarities of periodization to the development of criminal law from the
Russian Truth up to the Criminal code of Ukraine of 1960 or 2001, available significant difference in
the selection of normative research data (normative-legal acts). This, in our opinion, demonstrates the
various approaches of researchers to the choice of a range of laws and other legal sources, giving a
complete picture of the Genesis of the institution of punishment itself or the kinds of punishments that
were the subject of their research. Therefore, in the study it was useful to refer to the framework
developed in the history of state and law of Ukraine of periodization, which based on a civilizational
approach.

Critically analyzed existing today periodization and concluded that in general the existing
periodization of the state and legal development of Ukraine allow scientists to clearly define the range
of sources of criminal law, which operated on the territory of Ukraine at one or another stage,
excluding those normative-legal acts, which did not act in Ukraine or acted on certain parts of it.
Research of the formation and transformation of the system of punishments it is advisable to carry out
based on such periods of development of Ukrainian state and law (and criminal law respectively):
1) old Russian statehood, which includes the period of Kievan Rus (IX-XII centuries) and the period of
existence of Ukrainian lands in the format of Galicia-Volyn Principality (1199-1349); 2) Ukrainian lands
within the Kingdom of Poland, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
(the middle of the XIV century – the first half of the XVI century); 3) Ukrainian Cossack state (the
middle of the XVI century– the first half of the XVIII century); 4) Ukrainian lands within the Russian
(1783-1917) and Austrian (Austro-Hungarian) Empire (1772-1918); 5) revival of Ukrainian statehood
(1917-1920); 6)  Soviet Ukraine  (1917-1991); 7) the modern stage of independent Ukraine (from
1991 t  2001).
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