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Dyeyev M. Notion of Sufficient Evidence as a Part of Evaluation of Evidence
The article focuses on evaluation of evidence in the course of criminal procedure proof. The article

contains analysis of two essentially different types of evaluation of evidences known in criminal
process – formal (legal) and based on inner conviction (free), considering them as opposite, as
antipodes. The articles considers particularities of historically first type, i. e. formal (legal) evidences,
aimed at providing an answerer on how to evaluate any evidence obtained in the criminal proceeding.
The articles considers legal norms related to evaluation of evidences contained in the Law Code of
Emperor Karl V of Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, published in 1532 and known as
Carolina, as well as in the Synopsis of processes or lawsuits, issued in 1716 by Peter the Great. The
article analyzes free evaluation of evidences which replaced the theory of formal evidences. Under the
above system, evaluation of evidences is performed based on inner conviction of party of proof, the
laws requires that such inner conviction (belief) is justified and that in its course party of proof is
guided by laws. Justification means that inner conviction shall be based on objective grounds and be
reasoned. Compliance with the laws means that in the course of evaluation the formal requirements of
the laws, of general and methodic nature, shall be met. The article concludes that evaluation of
evidences based on inner conviction of party of proof involves evaluation of certain features of
evidences. Based on inner conviction relevance, admissibility, credibility and significancy of evidences
are evaluated. Each of the above features are discussed in the article. In particular, the article
proposes presumption of credibility of evidence. Considering that inner conviction is not only the
notion reflecting approach to establish features of evidences, method of their evaluation, but also
serves to describe the result of their evaluation, it is suggested to describe inner conviction as such
result, and for the purposes of distinguishing it from the method, process of evaluation of evidences, to
apply term “inner belief” that will more precisely reflect the essence of this occurrence as certain
psychological state of knower, certain state of his consciousness.

Key words: evaluation of evidence, relevance, admissibility, credibility, significancy, sufficient
proof, inner conviction, inner belief.


