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Bostan S., Bostan L. Interdisciplinary Approach when Learning Fundamental Law
Disciplines

The significance of the interdisciplinary approach when gaining scientific knowledge in the field of
state and law and its application in educational activities are grounded in the present article. It is
emphasized that nowadays interdisciplinarity is one of the most important characteristics of modern
scientific cognition aimed at forming a new, integrated outlook rather than a narrow national one in the
field of jurisprudence. The authors’ vision of the content of interdisciplinarity is also given in the article.
In particular, not sharing the views of some scholars, who consider the terms of interdisciplinarity,
transdisciplinarity and multi- or polydisciplinarity to be synonymous, the authors emphasize on the
necessity to consider them as different levels of interdisciplinary interaction, namely: transdisciplinarity
– as a meta-level, polydisciplinarity – as a midlevel, interdisciplinarity – as the lowest, simplest
cognition level. It is determined that it is the latter level that should be applied in the educational
activities, where multidisciplinarity and tendency towards narrow specialization have resulted in a
gradual deprivation of versatile education and its content differentiation. It is pointed out that
strengthening of interdisciplinary links in the educational process, which would enable those who learn
to gain such structured integrated knowledge not only “at the exit” but at every education stage, should
be the way out of this problem situation. The opening stage, when first-year students learn such
fundamental disciplines as Theory of State and Law and History of State and Law, is particularly
important. In order to strengthen the links between these disciplines, we suggested applying an
organizational and didactic pattern of teaching General Theory of State and Law as well as of
historical and legal disciplines. This pattern is different from that being used now and would determine
the place, role, structure and content of each historical and legal discipline in the system of higher
legal education in a different way. Restructuring of curriculum material of historical and legal
disciplines should be carried out with consideration of needs of Theory of State and Law as a
fundamental course for the entire legal education; the topics of this course should be additionally
supported by specific historical and legal materials. It is stated that the strongest links can be
established when learning the following topics: theories of state origin, typology of state, nature of
state, functions of state, form of state, mechanism of state, theories of law origin and types of law
interpretation, essence of law, functions of law, forms of law, system of law and legal system. Such
structuring, teaching and learning of curriculum material will also show the irrationality of a traditional
descriptive presentation of material loaded with specific facts in History of State and Law of separate
countries and will allow to switch to a comparative-legal method of material presentation. Not only will
this method acquire scientific and methodical significance but also didactic as it will contribute to a
more effective learning of this material by students.

Key words:: jurisprudence, interdisciplinarity, fundamental disciplines, “Theory of State and Law,
and History of State and Law, didactic model.


