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Hanzytska T. Women’s Role and Status in Society: Historiographical Analysis
The article is about the history of opinion formation concerning women’s status and role in society.

It is a historiographical research  of scientific opinions on this problem from ancient times to the
present day. The author has defined main features in the development of approaches regarding the
importance of women in society according to each period.

The formation of gender equality as an object of general theoretical studies in law has a long history.
The earliest known ideas concerning women’s and men’s status in society were fixed from ancient times.
According to them a male person was defined as a possessor, he was endowed with the supreme power in
public affairs. Functions of women were limited by private sector. Serving a husband and bringing up
children was considered as the main purpose of women’s living. Development of human society has
caused some changes in the status of women. Especially much attention was paid to women’s education.

The bourgeois revolutions had a positive impact on gender equality. They proclaimed the equality of both
sexes and started women's movement, aimed at consolidating the political rights of women. In the 40s of the
twentieth century scientific researches of gender equality is associated with some changes in studying the
problems of women and men with political and legal spheres of knowledge on the level of culture. At that time
some main factors that influence the formation of male sex and female sex were analyzed.

In the 70s of twentieth century interest in women’s issues increased. It went beyond the historical,
political and journalistic genre. As a result, research on gender issue which establish a separate
sphere of scientific knowledge, emerged.

Key words: gender equality, gender studies, feminism, the role of women.


