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Ryabchinskaya E. Penaltyin Ukrainian Cossack state (the middle of the XVI century – the
first half of the XVIII century)

In legal literature rightly points to the fact that the study of Ukrainian law the second half XVII
century deserves special attention because it is at this period is the process of establishing a national
state legal system of Ukraine. Sources of law in Ukraine-Hetman conventionally divided into five
groups: 1) customary law; 2) system of previous rights; 3) acts of Ukrainian (Hetman) autonomous
power; 4) the Russian tsarist legislation – the general system of Russian law in left-Bank Ukraine did
not extend; 5) normative legal acts of ecclesiastical law.

In Zaporizhian Sich were unwritten law and customs which in factregulatedthe whole internallifeof
the Sich, and are called “Cossack law”. These standards were widely used by the Hetman, the
Hetman's administration and the courts in practice. Common punishments during this period in
Ukraine were: the death penalty, which was applied mainly to the villagers, ordinary Cossacks and the
Cossackofficers; the fine – in cases causing material damage to the victim; the imprisonment was
mainly used not as punishment, but as pre-trial detention; sometimes envisaged confiscation of the
criminal's property. As a rule, the specific type and measure of punishment have not been clearly
defined. Features of the punishment of the Cossacks was the fact that widely used the death penalty;
harsh corporal punishment;punishments were of public character, but punishment injury is almost
never used, because the cripple could not serve in the army.

It is established that the importance in criminal cases had the court's adoption of measures to
reconcile the parties or at the stage of initiation of proceedings or during the trial. In the case of
payment of monetary compensation even for murder, the court consideringthe circumstances did not
take any decision on the case. The monetary amount of the payments differed, from 30 to 150 gold,
the main requirement is that the aggrieved party or her relatives refused further claims against the
perpetrator.

The refore, the elucidation of the historical traditions and continuity in the building in the
penitentiary system in Ukraine is an important factor in the improvement of the criminal law as a
whole, its institutions and individual norms. Special attention in this aspect deserves investigation by
the legal traditions of criminal law regulation of types of punishments. Consideration of the penal
system in indissoluble connection with the peculiarities of the development of criminal law and criminal
legislation, those the social and political processes that have occurred throughout the history of the
development of the state and law, allowed to reveal the historical background, regularities and
tendencies of its formation and development.
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