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Slabko S. Morality as an Axiological Criterion of Law
This article analyzes the concept and essence of morality, its importance as a valuable criterion of

law, clarifying the interaction of morality and law at various stages of social development.
The theory of values (axiology) is the appropriate use also in the field of law. Legal values and

evaluation (in the sense of justice) have regulatory significance. The law, in turn, are emerging as
values and are subject to evaluation. One of the most important criteria of value law is morality. The
current understanding of the interaction of values and moral rights naturally based on the analysis of
historical logic of their relations. In the analysis to understand human tradition closely related to the
categories of morality we are primarily interested in the fact that the change in value priorities from era
to era revolved specific changes in the theoretical legal thought and practice in a normative lives. In
the modern sense, for morality in the legal literature defining a system of norms, principles, rules of
conduct prevailing in the society under the influence of public opinion in accordance with the ideas of
good and evil, duty, justice, honor, and provided personal inner conviction, traditions (which prevailing
in the society) and the means of social influence. In reality, law and morality, functioning in unity,
interwoven together, complementing each other. Law and morality as its value criterion, have a
common purpose – to influence the behavior of subjects; operation of law and moral subject is not
limited to certain areas of social relations, they are in the same field of social relations; law and
morality have a common functional purpose, they form patterns of behavior, values and normative
orientation of society; they are characterized by structural unity as forming their own systems, which
include public relations, public awareness and standards; Law and morality based on the commonality
of socio-economic interests, culture, society, affection people to the ideals of freedom and justice, they
have the same spiritual nature, the only core values – justice.
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