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Gorokhovska O. Uniform Commercial Code of the USA as a Regulator of Civil and
Commercial Relations

This article gives general provisions of the Uniform Commercial Code of the USA, having regard to
reforms for the last two decades. It is note that this document influenced on the legislation of the
separate states of the USA.

The Uniform Commercial Code, first published in 1952, is one of a number of uniform acts that
have been promulgated in conjunction with efforts to harmonize the law of sales and other commercial
transactions in all 50 states within the United States of America.

The goal of harmonizing state law is important because of the prevalence of commercial
transactions that extend beyond one state. For example, goods may be manufactured in State A,
warehoused in State B, sold from State C and delivered in State D. The Uniform Commercial Code
therefore achieved the goal of substantial uniformity in commercial laws and, at the same time,
allowed the states the flexibility to meet local circumstances by modifying the UCC’s text as enacted in
each state. The Uniform Commercial Code deals primarily with transactions involving personal
property (movable property), not real property (immovable property).

Other goals of the Uniform Commercial Code were to modernize contract law and to allow for
exceptions from the common law in contracts between merchants.

The Uniform Commercial Code is the longest and most elaborate of the uniform acts. The Code
has been a long-term, joint project of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws and the American Law Institute, who began drafting its first version in 1942. Judge Herbert F.
Goodrich was the Chairman of the Editorial Board of the original 1952 edition, and the Code itself was
drafted by some of the top legal scholars in the United States.

The Code, as the product of private organizations, is not itself the law, but only a recommendation
of the laws that should be adopted in the states.

In 2003, amendments to Article 2 modernizing many aspects (as well as changes to Article 2A and
Article 7) were proposed by the NCCUSL and the ALI. Because no states adopted the amendments
and, due to industry opposition, none were likely to, in 2011 the sponsors withdrew the amendments.
As a result, the official text of the UCC now corresponds to the law that most states have enacted.
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