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Krykushenko O. Concept of Subculture and its Modern Meaning
The analysis of the group definitions of the concept of culture with the current state of

interdisciplinary research, in particular, the philosophy of law, psychology, pedagogy, sociology is
given in this article. The logic of the general culture, its species and subspecies is tracked.

The scientific and household components that contribute to explain and formulate the definition of
culture are established. It is stated that culture is characterized by diversity of subsystems, which vary
depending on what is the basis of their typology. One of these criteria is the subject, namely, the
support of culture – individual or social group.

Based on the analyzed material is stated the concept of modern subculture. Subculture represents
a counterculture, which opposes the official ideological culture and often directs toward legal
personality deviance, including crime. Specific features of the culture of different social groups
received generic name – the term “subculture”. Thus, understanding of the subculture is based on its
difference from the dominant ideological culture, which is most often associated with alternative
carriers and versions of value creation, as well as determining the value-horizon individual or social
group.

The concept of “criminal subculture” and “prison subculture” are analyzed. It is also indicated that
relatively massive criminal subculture phenomenon is associated with persons having unlawful
behavior. Criminal subculture is usually associated with the commission of a crime. Specific kind of
criminal subculture is a subculture of the prison. It is formed of people serving sentences in prison and
it is saved after their release. It is determined that the prison subculture is an extreme form of deviant
behavior of man in society.

Key words: culture, subculture, criminal, convict, imprisonment.


