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Kapitanenko N. Gambling as a social phenomenon: historical and legal aspects
This article is dedicated to the study of scientific approaches to understanding gambling as a social

phenomenon that has provided an opportunity to explore the multifaceted and ambiguous social
phenomenon as gambling, to define and summarize the concept for their understanding to create a
balanced national legislation on the regulation of relations in the field of gambling.

Relationships of gambling not often been the subject of legal scholars research in Soviet times
because of their ban, but from the second half of 80's of the twentieth century, when gambling in our
country began to revive, and then in the early 90s was legalized, the interest of researchers for a new
legal phenomenon grew, as evidenced by scientific work of national experts.

The result revealed that the game as a phenomenon occurred at a certain stage of civilization.
Gambling is a kind of game at all, had a narrow range of interests, but further public interest in them
has increased significantly, leading to the formation and establishment of gambling as a form of
business with the appropriate legal regulation of activity.

Scientifical findings and international experience shows that if strict regulation and system control
area gambling tax revenues are an important source of replenishment of the state budget and local
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government budgets. Prohibition of the organization and conduct of gambling does not solve the
problem, but only perpetuates the phenomenon, increasing the number of people dependent on
gambling and enhancing public confidence in the government.

Thus, in Ukraine there is an urgent need for systemic regulation of gambling by a special law that
would, on the one hand, legalize activities which today is in the shade and completely deny that
almost impossible, on the other hand – to protect people from the harmful effects of gambling and
limited access to the general population. Improvement of national legislation on gambling, in our
opinion, is possible by adopting a single comprehensive piece of legislation on gambling, that would
approach Ukrainian legislation to European standards.
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