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Krychun Y. The theoretical definition of the concept and content of the legal status of
persons sentenced to prison

The article deals with the theory of the legal status of a person prosecuted to criminal liability.
There is the definition of the legal status concepts and legal status and appropriate content in it.
Content as a general legal status of citizen and special legal status of the convicted person is made up
of its right, assigned duties and interests of these people. And the basic principle of human rights in
Ukraine is the humanization of the rights of persons sentenced to various types of punishment.

A main duty of the state is affirmation and insurance of human rights and freedoms according to Article
3 of the Constitution of Ukraine. So one of the most important conditions for the formation of the legal
system of Ukraine is the establishment of effective mechanisms to ensure the legal status of a person.

Content of the legal status is increased and enriched since Ukraine’s independence. Previous
positions on human rights were reviewed. The list of rights and freedoms was increased, political and
legal guarantees were reinforced. This determines the relevance and necessity of studying and
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improving the legal status of a person, including those ones who were sentenced to a particular form
of punishment.

Legal status is a legally enforceable status of the individual in the state and society.
There are different approaches to the interpretation of the terms “ legal status “ and “legal status” in

legal literature. Some authors believe that these concepts are identical, others tend to consider these
definitions as those that do not coincide in meaning and essence, expressing the view of the broader
interpretation of a narrower interpretation. In this regard we should refer to the dictionary of foreign
words (as the term “status “ is of foreign origin) to ensure the identity of these terms. Status means a
state of affairs, status, legal status. Therefore you should only make choice between foreign or
national term.

Key words: legal status, the convicted person, citizen, imprisonment, rights of convicted person,
duties of prisoners.


