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Gorokhovska O., Semenyuk I. The Protection of Trade Secrets in International Law and
Laws of Foreign Countries

The article analyzes the norms of international law and the laws of some foreign countries on the
protection of trade secrets. Considers issues of peculiarities of legislative recognition and sanction of
such laws. Highlights some trends and patterns identified in this field.

The recognition of private property rights, the refusal of the state monopoly in the sphere of
economic management and the establishment of freedom of entrepreneurial activity led to the
emergence of a large number of business entities. Entrepreneurs received the right to exercise in
accordance with the law of any activities to choose trading partners and make deals, hire employees,
determine how the profit is used.

Simultaneously with the new economic relations, new economic offences among entrepreneurs is
unfair competition. One of the manifestations of non-competitive action is the misuse of information
constituting commercial secrets of a business entity.

The subject of “trade secrets” are information related to commercial and economic activities of the
company: production and technological information, management information, Finance and other
activities. It can be documents on the commercial negotiations of the company and the pricing
methods, documents related to marketing research of the market, information about the organization
of work and selection of employees, information about the conditions of storage of the documents, i. e.
information that has a commercial value.

The problem of protecting trade secrets is relevant today, despite the changes in the domestic
legislation, despite the changes that occur in the Ukrainian society. Secrecy in a market economy
protects the owner from unfair competition, because simultaneously with the new economic relations
there are new economic crimes. One of the manifestations of non-competitive action is the misuse of
information constituting commercial secrets of a business entity. In Ukraine in the field of
entrepreneurship is still insufficient attention is paid to the protection of trade secrets. The reasons are
many: lack of knowledge and experience in the organization of protection of economic security,
commercial secrets, and finally, the lack of literature on the protection of trade secrets.
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