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Ravlinko Z. The Reasons and Grounds of Discriminatory Treatment: a General Overview
The article is devoted to the general characteristics of reasons and grounds of discriminatory

treatment. It is noted that in scientific literature, usually without sufficient grounds,the reasons and
grounds of legal inequalityare equalled. Thus, certain characteristics of the legal subjects (age, sex,
health, residence, nationality, etc.), which make a distinction between different groups of such subjects
in legal practice that can result in legal inequality, are not the reasons of legal inequality, but only the
grounds for its determination.

It is found that the reasons of legal inequality are not necessarily the reasons of discrimination.
There can be objective and reasonable grounds for legal inequality while discriminatory treatment has
no such reasons.

Discriminatory treatment reasons are such social (economic, political, ideological and other) factors
of the influence on the development and emergence of legal inequality that have no objective and
reasonable justification and may depend on the will of a particular legal subject, and not depend on it.

It has been suggested that there areproperly objective (e.g., inadequate legal practice), objective-
subjective (e.g., actions of law-making bodies) and subjective reasons of discrimination. The last are
based in particular on the stereotypical perception of certain manfeatures (qualities, characteristics),
which allows withoutany reasonable justification to make a distinction between those, who are
characterized by the following features, and those, who don’t have relevantones.

It is determined that the grounds of discriminatory treatment are the features, qualitiesof certain
persons or of their legal status (race, colour, origin, language, beliefs, etc.). In fact, such grounds
appear from thecharacteristics on which discrimination is legally prohibited. For the purposes of
discussion such characteristicscan be divided into “protected” (expressly provided in international and
national acts) and “unprotected” (other grounds on which discrimination is prohibited, but which are
not directly specified in legal acts).

Key words: prohibition of discrimination, discriminatory treatment reasons,the grounds of
discriminatory treatment.


