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Gorokhovska O., Semenyuk I. Responsibility for Violence to Life: Foreign Experience
The article investigates a number of theoretical and practical problems aimed at the establishment

of violence for life. Particularly, the history of development, modern criminal legislation of foreign
countries – Great Britain, France, Germany, practice of its application is characterized. The objective
and subjective attributes of homicide by misadventure are analyzed. The work possesses a number
recommendations aimed at the improvement of the Ukrainian Criminal Legislation as to the rules of
criminal law fixed in the Criminal code of Ukraine.

Violence to life or criminal homicide takes many forms including accidental or purposeful murder.
The crime committed in a criminal homicide is determined by the mental state of the committing
person and the extent of the crime. Murder, for example, is usually an intentional crime. In many
cases, homicide may in fact lead to life in prison and or even capital punishment.

Varying by jurisdiction, a homicide that occurs during the commission of a crime may constitute
murder, regardless of the actor’s mental state with regard to the killing. This is known, in Great Britain,
as the felony murder rule. Much abbreviated and incomplete, the felony murder rule says that one
committing a felony may be guilty of murder if someone, including the felony victim, a bystander or a
co-felon, dies as a result of his acts, regardless his intent-or lack thereof-to kill.

Criminal homicides also include voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. An example of voluntary
manslaughter is hitting someone with an intent to kill them, whereas involuntary manslaughter is
unintentionally causing their death. The perpetrator does not receive the same legal action against
them as a person convicted of murder.
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