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Krychun Yu., Ardelian I. Comparative Legal Analysis of Leaving in Danger Under the
Criminal Law of Ukraine and Some Foreign States

Adhering to the principle of humanity that is now regarded as one of the fundamental principles of a
developed society constructing, every country tends to pay the utmost attention to those citizens who
don’t have possibilities to take care of themselves because of various reasons.

By Article 135 Criminal Code of Ukraine realizes its protective functions and establishes criminal
liability for “knowingly” leaving the person in danger if he/she is in a condition dangerous to life and
unable to take measures for self-preservation through infancy, old age, illness or due to other helpless
state if the one who left the person without assistance had to take care of him/her and the person was
able to give aid, and if he puts the victim in a life-threatening condition.

Leaving in danger characterized by indifferent and callous attitude of the perpetrator to the
following categories of persons as young children, elderly, disabled, etc., which have the smallest
possibility of defense. The crime against them indicates the loss of the most important human values
by citizens. So, the study of criminal liability for leaving in danger is an important and urgent problem
today.

Today it is obvious that a lot of controversial issues about the interpretation of certain
characteristics of corpus delicti should be decided. There is no single determination of object leaving
in danger, and such concepts as “knowingly”, “helpless state”, “grave consequences” between
scientists. At the same time these terms is recorded at the disposition of Article 135 under the Criminal
Code of Ukraine. In this regard, qualification of leaving in danger causes some difficulties in practice.

This article examines the criminal laws of some foreign countries in the field of criminal law prohibit
the leaving in danger. It is made a comparative analysis of the norm that establishes criminal penalties
for leaving in danger under the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

Key words: leaving in danger, foreign states, comparative legal analysis, life-threatening condition.


