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Voroschuk V. Formation and development colonies-settlements institution in the penal sys-
tem of Russia

In the article historical pre-conditions of the origin of colonies- settlements institution in Russia are
analysed, the history of the origin of penitentiary institutions of transitional type (prototype of colonies-
settlements) in the first years of soviet power and also the foundation of colonies-settlements in the
penal system of the Soviet state of different types of colonies-settlements, the state of colonies settle-
ments in a postsoviet period in the penal system of Russia is examined.

In spite of the fact that the history of the development of colonies-settlements is short it is said that
they are differentiated into types and at the same time the categories of convicts who serve their sen-
tences in these institutions increase and the colonies themselves acquire the features of open institu-
tions (prisons) by the middle of 1980.

The necessity of the colonies-settlements institutions is obvious. It's not by chance that the refor-
mation of the penal system of Russia presupposes its substituting on of general, strengthened and
special regime prisons and general and strengthened supervision colonies-settlements. Working out
the strategy and tactic of the reformation of the local (domestic) penal system nowdays except the In-
ternational standards requirements and foreign practices must be based on the home historical prac-
tices of foundation and development of such institutions. The role of colonies-settlements in the home
penal practices and sciences increases substantially because penal institutions of this type (with the
least degree of isolation from society) allow to protect personality from contamination of penitentiary
environment and to develop (to fix) its social-positive connections.

Many Russian scientists and practical workers were engaged in research of questions of execution
the punishment in colonies-settlements: N.F. Ablizin, V.V. Geranin, M.G. Detkov, A.I. Zubkov,
I.I. Karpec, I.M. Koryachkin, A.S. Mikhlin, P.E. Podymov, V.I. Seliverstov, V.A. Utkin and other In
addition, the questions of functioning of similar institutions on the different historical stages were
examined in the works of S.A. Afanas'eva, M.A. Kirilllova, V.I. Gorobcova, L.V. Klyueva, S.A. Lapteva,
A.P. Titarenko, A.G. Chatadzhyana.

The purpose of the article is a retrospective analysis of formation and development of colonies-
settlements institution and also legal regulation the Russian penal system activity.

Summing up the results we should note that the digression in the history of origin of colonies-
settlements allows to define basic tendencies in development of this institution and to make the
followings conclusions:

– in spite of the fact that the colonies settlements institution of modern type appeared only in the second
half of the XX-th century the sources of its origin can be found in the exile system of tsar's autocracy;

– the institution of this type containes the features of transitional prisons of the foreign
penitentiary systems and the practices of correctional treatment of convicts which was folded in the
first decade of the soviet power and was continued in the corrective labour settlements of the
facilitated mode of the Soviet Union of 1950th;

– differentiation of colonies-settlements and at the same time the increase of convicts categories
takes place;

– by the middle of 1980th colony settlement acquired the features of open prisons where not only
a social rehabilitation of convicts, who have served only a part of their sentences takes place, but
punishment of those whose confinement is inexpedient is carried out.

Key words: colonies-settlements, exile, penitentiary institutions of transitional type (model), depri-
vation of liberty.


